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TAGS: PORG, UNGA, RQ, US, ET 

SUBJ: COMMITTEE OF 24 (C-24) CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICO: 

ETHIOPIA 

REF: A) STATE 203061, B) ADDIS ABABA 5184 

1 . PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS REF A, MISSOFF DISCUSSED C-24 
CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICO WITH ETHIOPIAN DEPUTY PERM REP 
BEKELE ON AUGUST 30. IN A CORDIAL 30-MINUTE CONVERSATION, 

MISSOFF PROVIDED A DETAILED REVIEW OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN PUERTO RICO, THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF UN 
CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICO, AND US VIEWS ON C-24 CONSIDER- 
ATION OF PUERTO RICO. BEKELE SAID THAT HE HAD ASSUMED THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN A CHANGE IN THE US ATTITUDE ON C-24 CONSIDER- 
ATION OF PUERTO RICO. MISSOFF ASSURED HIM THAT SUCH WAS 
NOT THE CASE. 

2. NOTING THAT MANY C-24 MEMBERS ASSUME ETHIOPIA WOULD 
VOTE AGAINST A MOTION TO POSTPONE CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO 
RICO AND IN FAVOR OF THE CUBAN DRAFT RESOLUTION, BEKELE 
SAID THAT ETHIOPIA DOESN'T LIKE TO BE "TAKEN FOR 
GRANTED" ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. HE SAID THE ETHIOPIAN 
VOTE MIGHT BE A SURPRISE TO SOME PEOPLE. BEKELE IN NO 
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WAY INDICATED THAT THE GOE WOULD OPPOSE A CONSENSUS IF 
THAT WERE THE C-24’S INCLINATION. HE SAID THAT 
THE CUBANS COULD WITHDRAW THEIR RESOLUTION (IF THERE IS 
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR A CONSENSUS) WITHOUT 
LOSING UNDUE FACE AND COULD JUSTIFIABLY CLAIM THAT 
THEY HAD MADE A GOOD FAITH EFFORT ON BEHALF OF THE 
INDEPENDENCE CAUSE. 
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3. COMMENT: BEKELE IS WELL INFORMED AND 
PERSONABLE. HE HAD AT HIS COMMAND A WEALTH OF DETAIL 
CONCERNING PUERTO RICO AND INDICATED COMPLETE AWARE- 
NESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF US VIEWS. 

LEONARD 
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